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SANCTIFICATION / SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 
 
 

New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update 
 

SANCTIFICATION IS GROUNDED IN THE HOLINESS OF GOD 
 

God is holy 
 
Ezekiel 39:7 
 

“My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I 
will not let My holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations will 
know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  
 

Leviticus 22:32 
 

“You shall not profane My holy name, but I will be sanctified among the 
sons of Israel; I am the LORD who sanctifies you,  
 

Joshua 24:19 
 

Then Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the LORD, 
for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgression or your sins.  
 

Psalm 30:4 
 

Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, And give thanks to His holy 
name.  
 

Hosea 11:9 
 

I will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim again. For I 
am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, And I will not come in 
wrath.  
 

Isaiah 6:3 
 

And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of 
hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”  
 

Revelation 
6:10 
 

and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those 
who dwell on the earth?”  
 

God demands that His people should reflect His holiness 
 
Leviticus 19:2 
 

“Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.  
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Leviticus 
11:44–45 
 

44 ‘For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be 
holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any 
of the swarming things that swarm on the earth. 45 ‘For I am the LORD 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you 
shall be holy, for I am holy.’ ”  
 

Leviticus 20:7–
8 
 

7 ‘You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the 
LORD your God. 8 ‘You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am 
the LORD who sanctifies you.  
 

Hebrews 2:11 
 

For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one 
Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  
 

1 Peter 1:15–
16 
 

15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all 
your behavior; 16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 
HOLY.”  
 

Sanctification is the will of God for His people 
 
1 
Thessalonians 
4:3 
 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 
from sexual immorality;  
 

Ephesians 1:4 
 

just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
 

Ephesians 2:10 
 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  
 

2 
Thessalonians 
2:13 
 

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  
 

1 Peter 1:1–2 
 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 
with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  
 

THE BASIS FOR SANCTIFICATION 
 

God's election of His people 
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1 Corinthians 
1:2 
 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place 
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  
 

Ephesians 1:4–
11 
 

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind 
intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration 
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things 
in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 11 also we 
have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  
 

1 
Thessalonians 
5:9 
 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

The atoning death of Jesus Christ 
 
Hebrews 13:12 
 

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate.  
 

Romans 6:11 
 

Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.  
 

Romans 7:4 
 

Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the 
body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was 
raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.  
 

Romans 8:2 
 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death.  
 

1 Corinthians 
1:30 
 

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  
 

1 Corinthians 
6:11 
 

Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 
Spirit of our God.  
 



Page 4.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 3:30 PM February 16, 2020. 

Ephesians 
5:25–27 
 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might 
present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  
 

Hebrews 
10:10–14 
 

10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and 
offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT 
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward 
UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one 
offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
 

1 Peter 2:5 
 

you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  
 

The Grace of God 
 
Luke 1:69–75 
 

69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His 
servant— 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of 
old— 71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO 
HATE US; 72 To show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His 
holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father, 74 To 
grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, Might serve 
Him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our 
days.  
 

Philippians 
2:13 
 

for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure.  
 

2 Timothy 1:9 
 

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us 
in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  
 

Hebrews 12:10 
 

For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He 
disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.  
 

The work of the Holy Spirit 
 
Romans 15:16 
 

to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the 
gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
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1 Peter 1:2 
 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 
May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  
 

The Word of God 
 
John 17:17 
 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  
 

Ephesians 
5:25–26 
 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
 

2 Timothy 3:16 
 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righteousness;  
 

THE NEED FOR SANCTIFICATION 
 

The universal sinfulness of humanity 
 
Isaiah 64:6 
 

For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
 

Job 15:14–15 
 

14 “What is man, that he should be pure, Or he who is born of a woman, 
that he should be righteous? 15 “Behold, He puts no trust in His holy 
ones, And the heavens are not pure in His sight;  
 

Psalm 51:5 
 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived 
me.  
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Romans 5:12–
19 
 

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 
for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there 
is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even 
over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, 
who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the 
transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much 
more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came 
through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from 
one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the 
free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For 
if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much 
more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then 
as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even 
so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to 
all men. 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be 
made righteous.  
 

Ephesians 2:3 
 

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest.  
 

Enslavement to evil can only be broken through the death of Jesus Christ 
 
John 8:34–36 
 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
commits sin is the slave of sin. 35 “The slave does not remain in the 
house forever; the son does remain forever. 36 “So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.  
 

Romans 6:16–
18 
 

16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as 
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of 
sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18 
and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.  
 

Romans 8:5–7 
 

5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the 
Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not 
even able to do so,  
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Ephesians 
4:17–24 
 

17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 
longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being 
darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 
and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 20 
But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard Him 
and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference 
to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in 
the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth.  
 

The need for renewal and growth 
 
2 Peter 3:18 
 

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  
 

Romans 12:1–
2 
 

1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 

Colossians 
1:10 
 

so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;  
 

1 
Thessalonians 
4:3–6 
 

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 
from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own 
vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud 
his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these 
things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.  
 

Hebrews 6:1–3 
 

1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press 
on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and 
laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 
3 And this we will do, if God permits.  
 

THE NATURE OF SANCTIFICATION 
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A process which has already been initiated: 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11 
 

A process of growth in holiness 
 
Romans 12:1–
3 
 

1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 
For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to 
have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  
 

2 Corinthians 
3:18 
 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as from the Lord, the Spirit.  
 

Ephesians 4:15 
 

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him 
who is the head, even Christ,  
 

1 
Thessalonians 
4:3–7 
 

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 
from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own 
vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who do not know God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud 
his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these 
things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 7 For 
God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.  
 

Hebrews 12:14 
 

Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one 
will see the Lord.  
 

1 Peter 2:1–3 
 

1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and 
envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the 
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3 if you have 
tasted the kindness of the Lord.  
 

Consecration to God 
 
Exodus 32:29 
 

Then Moses said, “Dedicate yourselves today to the LORD—for every 
man has been against his son and against his brother—in order that He 
may bestow a blessing upon you today.”  
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1 Chronicles 
29:5 
 

of gold for the things of gold and of silver for the things of silver, that is, 
for all the work done by the craftsmen. Who then is willing to consecrate 
himself this day to the LORD?”  
 

Proverbs 23:26 
 

Give me your heart, my son, And let your eyes delight in my ways.  
 

Romans 12:1 
 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship.  
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND SANCTIFICATION 
 

The Spirit of Holiness is Promised 
 
Matthew 3:11 
 

“As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 

"fire" implies the Holy Spirit's work of purification and judgment. 
 
Luke 3:16 
 

John answered and said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the 
thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 

Sanctification is a special work of the Holy Spirit 
 
Romans 15:16 
 

to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the 
gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

1 Corinthians 
6:11 
 

Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 
Spirit of our God.  
 

Galatians 5:5 
 

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of 
righteousness.  
 

1 Peter 1:2 
 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 
May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  
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The Holy Spirit requires believers to be sanctified 
 
2 
Thessalonians 
2:13 
 

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  
 

Sanctification is a necessary part of being a Christian. 
 
1 Corinthians 
6:18–19 
 

18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the 
body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and that you are not your own?  
 

The Holy Spirit enables believers to be sanctified 
 
Romans 8:4 
 

so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not 
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  
 

Romans 8:13 
 

for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the 
Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  
 

Ephesians 5:18 
 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 
the Spirit,  
 

The Holy Spirit produces sanctification 
 
Galatians 
5:22–23 
 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.  
 

Romans 14:17 
 

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  
 

2 Timothy 1:7 
 

For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 
discipline.  
 

THE PROCESS OF SANCTIFICATION 
 

The Holy Spirit makes believers more like Jesus Christ 
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2 Corinthians 
3:18 
 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as from the Lord, the Spirit.  
 

The Holy Spirit helps mortify sinful human nature 
 
Galatians 5:17 
 

For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do 
the things that you please.  
 

The Holy Spirit is opposed to natural desires  
 
Galatians 
5:16–17 
 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you 
may not do the things that you please.  
 

Romans 8:5–9 
 

5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the 
Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not 
even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 
However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Him.  
 

Jude 19 
 

These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the 
Spirit.  
 

EXAMPLES OF PEOPLE SANCTIFIED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Joshua 
 
Numbers 27:18 
 

So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom 
is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him;  
 

Deuteronomy 
34:9 
 

Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, for 
Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him 
and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
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Simeon 
 
Luke 2:25 
 

And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man 
was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him.  
 

The deacons in Jerusalem 
 
Acts 6:3 
 

“Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge 
of this task.  
 

Acts 6:5 
 

The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from 
Antioch.  
 

Barnabas 
 
Acts 11:24 
 

for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  
 

Paul and his companions 
 
2 Corinthians 
6:6 
 

in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in 
genuine love,  
 

HOLINESS 
 

Holiness begins with God's initiative 
 

God chooses who and what is to be holy 
 
2 Chronicles 
7:16 
 

“For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that My name may be 
there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.  
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1 Kings 9:3 
 

The LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication, 
which you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which 
you have built by putting My name there forever, and My eyes and My 
heart will be there perpetually.  
 

Exodus 20:11 
 

“For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all 
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed 
the sabbath day and made it holy.  
 

Numbers 16:7 
 

and put fire in them, and lay incense upon them in the presence of the 
LORD tomorrow; and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the one 
who is holy. You have gone far enough, you sons of Levi!”  
 

2 Chronicles 
29:11 
 

“My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand 
before Him, to minister to Him, and to be His ministers and burn 
incense.”  
 

Zechariah 2:12 
 

“The LORD will possess Judah as His portion in the holy land, and will 
again choose Jerusalem.  
 

God chooses and calls His people to holiness 
 
Deuteronomy 
7:6 
 

“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has 
chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples 
who are on the face of the earth.  
 

Ephesians 1:4 
 

just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  
 

Deuteronomy 
14:2 
 

“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has 
chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples 
who are on the face of the earth.  
 

Romans 1:7 
 

to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Colossians 
3:12 
 

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a 
heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  
 

1 Peter 1:2 
 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: 
May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  
 

1 Peter 1:15 
 

but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior;  
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HOLINESS IS CONFERRED BY THE HOLY GOD 
 

Holiness is conferred by the presence of God 
 
Exodus 29:42–
43 
 

42 “It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at 
the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet 
with you, to speak to you there. 43 “I will meet there with the sons of 
Israel, and it shall be consecrated by My glory.  
 

Exodus 3:4–5 
 

4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him 
from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here 
I am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  
 

Exodus 19:23 
 

Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for 
You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and consecrate 
it.’ ”  
 

2 Chronicles 
7:1–2 
 

1 Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the house. 2 The priests could not enter into the house of the 
LORD because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD’S house.  
 

Holiness is conferred by the sovereign action of God 
 
Exodus 19:5–6 
 

5 ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, 
then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the 
earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”  
 

Deuteronomy 
28:9 
 

“The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to 
you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in 
His ways.  
 

Ezekiel 37:26–
28 
 

26 “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting 
covenant with them. And I will place them and multiply them, and will 
set My sanctuary in their midst forever. 27 “My dwelling place also will 
be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 28 
“And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, 
when My sanctuary is in their midst forever.” ’ ”  
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1 Peter 2:9 
 

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;  
 

1 
Thessalonians 
5:23 
 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Leviticus 20:8 
 

‘You shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the LORD who 
sanctifies you.  
 

Isaiah 4:3–4 
 

3 It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem 
will be called holy—everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 
When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and 
purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of 
judgment and the spirit of burning,  
 

Ezekiel 36:25 
 

“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  
 

Zephaniah 1:7 
 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near, For the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice, He has consecrated His guests.  
 

Acts 15:9 
 

and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts 
by faith.  
 

Hebrews 2:11 
 

For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one 
Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  
 

HOLINESS THROUGH THE OT RITUALS 
 

Cleansing from what is unclean 
 
Numbers 8:6–7 
 

6 “Take the Levites from among the sons of Israel and cleanse them. 7 
“Thus you shall do to them, for their cleansing: sprinkle purifying water 
on them, and let them use a razor over their whole body and wash their 
clothes, and they will be clean.  
 

Exodus 19:14 
 

So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated 
the people, and they washed their garments.  
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Numbers 19:9 
 

‘Now a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and 
deposit them outside the camp in a clean place, and the congregation of 
the sons of Israel shall keep it as water to remove impurity; it is 
purification from sin.  
 

Nehemiah 
12:30 
 

The priests and the Levites purified themselves; they also purified the 
people, the gates and the wall.  
 

Purification and atonement through sacrifice 
 

The OT sacrificial system and holiness laws foreshadow the perfect sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ that enables believers to grow in holiness through faith.  
 
Numbers 8:12–
14 
 

12 “Now the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the bulls; then 
offer the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering to the 
LORD, to make atonement for the Levites. 13 “You shall have the Levites 
stand before Aaron and before his sons so as to present them as a wave 
offering to the LORD. 14 “Thus you shall separate the Levites from among 
the sons of Israel, and the Levites shall be Mine.  
 

Exodus 29:35–
37 
 

35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I 
have commanded you; you shall ordain them through seven days. 36 
“Each day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement, and you 
shall purify the altar when you make atonement for it, and you shall 
anoint it to consecrate it. 37 “For seven days you shall make atonement 
for the altar and consecrate it; then the altar shall be most holy, and 
whatever touches the altar shall be holy.  
 

Leviticus 8:14–
15 
 

14 Then he brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on the head of the bull of the sin offering. 15 Next Moses 
slaughtered it and took the blood and with his finger put some of it around 
on the horns of the altar, and purified the altar. Then he poured out the 
rest of the blood at the base of the altar and consecrated it, to make 
atonement for it.  
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Leviticus 16:5–
10 
 

5 “He shall take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male 
goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering. 6 “Then Aaron 
shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is for himself, that he may 
make atonement for himself and for his household. 7 “He shall take the 
two goats and present them before the LORD at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting. 8 “Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the LORD 
and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 “Then Aaron shall offer the goat on 
which the lot for the LORD fell, and make it a sin offering. 10 “But the 
goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before 
the LORD, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the 
scapegoat.  
 

Leviticus 
16:15–22 
 

15 “Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering which is for the 
people, and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did 
with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of 
the mercy seat. 16 “He shall make atonement for the holy place, because 
of the impurities of the sons of Israel and because of their transgressions 
in regard to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the tent of meeting 
which abides with them in the midst of their impurities. 17 “When he 
goes in to make atonement in the holy place, no one shall be in the tent of 
meeting until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself and 
for his household and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 “Then he shall go 
out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it, and 
shall take some of the blood of the bull and of the blood of the goat and 
put it on the horns of the altar on all sides. 19 “With his finger he shall 
sprinkle some of the blood on it seven times and cleanse it, and from the 
impurities of the sons of Israel consecrate it. 20 “When he finishes 
atoning for the holy place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall 
offer the live goat. 21 “Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head 
of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel 
and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them 
on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand 
of a man who stands in readiness. 22 “The goat shall bear on itself all 
their iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall release the goat in the 
wilderness.  
 

Leviticus 
16:29–30 
 

29 “This shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on 
the tenth day of the month, you shall humble your souls and not do any 
work, whether the native, or the alien who sojourns among you; 30 for it 
is on this day that atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you; you 
will be clean from all your sins before the LORD.  
 

Consecration by annointing 
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Leviticus 8:10–
12 
 

10 Moses then took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all 
that was in it, and consecrated them. 11 He sprinkled some of it on the 
altar seven times and anointed the altar and all its utensils, and the basin 
and its stand, to consecrate them. 12 Then he poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him, to consecrate him.  
 

Exodus 29:21 
 

“Then you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of 
the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments and on his 
sons and on his sons’ garments with him; so he and his garments shall be 
consecrated, as well as his sons and his sons’ garments with him.  
 

Exodus 40:9 
 

“Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all 
that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be 
holy.  
 

HOLINESS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 
 

Through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
 
Hebrews 10:10 
 

By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.  
 

Ephesians 
5:25–27 
 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and 
gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might 
present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  
 

Colossians 
1:22 
 

yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 
to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—  
 

Hebrews 1:3 
 

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had 
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high,  
 

Hebrews 9:13–
14 
 

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling 
those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?  
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Hebrews 9:23–
28 
 

23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens 
to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with 
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us; 25 nor was it that He would offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood that 
is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since 
the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the 
ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this 
comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the 
sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to 
sin, to those who eagerly await Him.  
 

Hebrews 10:14 
 

For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.  
 

Hebrews 
10:19–22 
 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated 
for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  
 

Hebrews 13:12 
 

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate.  
 

1 John 1:7 
 

but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 
from all sin.  
 

1 John 2:2 
 

and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for those of the whole world.  
 

1 John 4:10 
 

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  
 

Through relationship with Jesus Christ 
 
1 Corinthians 
1:2 
 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place 
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  
 

1 Corinthians 
1:30 
 

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  
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Holiness through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit 
 
2 
Thessalonians 
2:13 
 

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  
 

John 3:5–8 
 

5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 “That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 
“Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 “The 
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”  
 

Romans 15:16 
 

to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the 
gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

1 Corinthians 
6:11 
 

Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 
Spirit of our God.  
 

1 
Thessalonians 
4:7–8 
 

7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in 
sanctification. 8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God 
who gives His Holy Spirit to you.  
 

Titus 3:5 
 

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  
 

THE HUMAN RESPONSE TO HOLINESS 
 

Repentance 
 
1 John 1:9 
 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
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Ezra 9:1–7 
 

1 Now when these things had been completed, the princes approached 
me, saying, “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, according to their 
abominations, those of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians and the Amorites. 
2 “For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves 
and for their sons, so that the holy race has intermingled with the peoples 
of the lands; indeed, the hands of the princes and the rulers have been 
foremost in this unfaithfulness.” 3 When I heard about this matter, I tore 
my garment and my robe, and pulled some of the hair from my head and 
my beard, and sat down appalled. 4 Then everyone who trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel on account of the unfaithfulness of the exiles 
gathered to me, and I sat appalled until the evening offering. 5 But at the 
evening offering I arose from my humiliation, even with my garment and 
my robe torn, and I fell on my knees and stretched out my hands to the 
LORD my God; 6 and I said, “O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed 
to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities have risen above our 
heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens. 7 “Since the days of 
our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt, and on account of our 
iniquities we, our kings and our priests have been given into the hand of 
the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity and to plunder and to 
open shame, as it is this day.  
 

Ezra 10:1–4 
 

1 Now while Ezra was praying and making confession, weeping and 
prostrating himself before the house of God, a very large assembly, men, 
women and children, gathered to him from Israel; for the people wept 
bitterly. 2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, said to 
Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God and have married foreign 
women from the peoples of the land; yet now there is hope for Israel in 
spite of this. 3 “So now let us make a covenant with our God to put away 
all the wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and 
of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done 
according to the law. 4 “Arise! For this matter is your responsibility, but 
we will be with you; be courageous and act.”  
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Psalm 51:1–10 
 

1 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me 
from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before 
me. 4 Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in 
Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak And blameless 
when You judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my 
mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, 
And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom. 7 Purify me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have 
broken rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my 
iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast 
spirit within me.  
 

Acts 2:38 
 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Romans 6:11–
13 
 

11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that 
you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your 
body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to 
God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God.  
 

James 4:8 
 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
 

Faith 
 
Galatians 5:5 
 

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of 
righteousness.  
 

Romans 1:17–
18 
 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 18 For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  
 

Obedience 
 
1 Peter 1:22 
 

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere 
love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  
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Psalm 119:9 
 

How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to 
Your word.  
 

John 17:17 
 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  
 

Romans 6:16–
19 
 

16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as 
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of 
sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18 
and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I 
am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For 
just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.  
 

PURIFICATION OF THE INNER PERSON 
 
2 Corinthians 
7:1 
 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  
 

Mark 7:2–8 
 

2 and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with 
impure hands, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do 
not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the 
traditions of the elders; 4 and when they come from the market place, they 
do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other things 
which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups 
and pitchers and copper pots.) 5 The Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, 
“Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat their bread with impure hands?” 6 And He said to them, “Rightly 
did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘THIS PEOPLE 
HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. 7 
‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ 8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to 
the tradition of men.”  
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Acts 15:5–11 
 

5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, 
saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe 
the Law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders came together to look 
into this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and 
said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a 
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of 
the gospel and believe. 8 “And God, who knows the heart, testified to 
them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He 
made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 
10 “Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the 
neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been 
able to bear? 11 “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”  
 

Titus 2:11–14 
 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the 
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless 
deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous 
for good deeds.  
 

James 4:8 
 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
 

1 Peter 1:22 
 

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere 
love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  
 

1 John 3:3 
 

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He 
is pure.  
 

 
 


